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Requiem (Jn 14:1-6)


I AM THE WAY

Jesus states without hesitation, “I am the way” (Jn 14:6).


To help us understand the meaning of “the way”, suppose we’re strangers in a town and we have to ask someone for directions. A passer-by stands there pointing out so many streets to the left, then so many to the right, and to the left again. When he leaves us alone in the street, we’re afraid that we are going to get lost.


But someone else, who has heard all these complicated directions, offers to accompany us in person. He not only shows us the way. He is the way, and we can’t go wrong provided we follow him.


Jesus is that “someone else”, a sure friend. He does not relate to us from a distance. He is not only the Son of God who gives us clear directions for reaching God our Father. “He became as men are” (Phil 2:7). He went through the experience of human life and death and he understands us. He takes us by the arm and leads us personally. He is willing to accompany us all the way, from the cradle to the grave, and beyond the grave, to God our Father.


Since Jesus is God, some people believe that he knew all about the way along which His Father wanted him to go, from his conception till his death. But the gospels stress that Jesus, while always God, stripped himself of his divine privileges while he lived on earth (cf. Phil 2:6f).


As a human being, he also walked at times in darkness and through the valley of death. He wept at the death of his friend, Lazarus, just as our family have wept over their loss of a husband, a father and a grandfather. Now Jesus, the risen Lord, accompanies us in our mourning for our loved ones, and along the way of doubts and confusion, when we do not always know the way along which God wants us to go.


The Lord’s way with people was patient and merciful. He understood them and forgave them. He now shows us the way to see beyond our own needs and to respond to the needs of others. The “others” include those with whom we live, and also our departed brothers and sisters.


One very important thing that we learn from Jesus is mercy for all those who are journeying together with us, and for those who have completed their journey. Let’s be ready to receive one another as Christ receives us, in mercy. Let’s gladly bear one another’s burdens and carry one another’s weight, otherwise there is no way through life for any of us, and there is no other way into eternal life.


Jesus is “the way” and this way is paved with works of mercy. He identifies his followers by their compassion, which leads them to forgive one another. A departed soul finds peace in the forgiveness of anyone who held anything against him or her.


Even our demands for justice must go hand in hand with mercy for those who share or have shared the way with us. When we recognize others as our brothers and sisters, on the way to God our Father, we walk side by side and we share our joys and sufferings. Our procession to the cemetery with the casket is a striking symbol of our journeying together, in life and in death. 


It is impossible to follow exactly the same way that Jesus followed. There are as many different ways of following Jesus as there are different persons. Their way is often clearer after their death than it was while they were still with us.


We who are left behind are called to walk our way as faithfully as Jesus walked his, and to be considerate like him to those who walk with us. St Paul advises us (2 Cor 5:9): “Whether we are living in the body or exiled from it”, let us be intent on pleasing the Lord.


Let us pray that our Saviour may inspire us to devote ourselves humbly to our brothers and sisters, both living and deceased, while he returns us together, safely, to God our Father.

