 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1December 8: Immaculate Conception (Lk 1:26-38)


LET IT BE DONE

The realization of God’s promises in Jesus is the work of God and not of a man or woman.


In the angel’s announcement to Mary, Luke indicates the fulfilment of the promise that God made to David: “I will preserve your offspring after you, a son of your own, and make his sovereignty secure ... I will make his throne firm for ever. I will be a father to him and he a son to me ... I will preserve him for ever in my house and in my kingdom; and his throne will be established for ever” (1 Chron 17:12-14; see 2 Sam 7:14,16).


Furthermore, with the reference to Jacob, we can see in Jesus the realization of all God’s promises. Also, Luke recalls that Jesus is in the line of David through his foster father, Joseph. Then, in the dialogue between Mary and the angel, we discover the fulfilment of Isaiah: “The maiden is with child and will soon give birth to a son whom she will call Immanuel” (Is 7:14).


However, the realization of God’s promises did not come about without human cooperation, represented here by Mary’s acceptance.


Mary’s “Let it be done to me” is at the same time her passive disposition before God who is the agent, and her active clinging to God’s will that has been made known to her.


She is “the handmaid of the Lord” (Lk 1:38) because God is the true, unique Lord, and she at this time becomes his servant and his Lady.


Mary recognizes the distance between Creator and creature, between the determining will of God that demands and creates in sovereign freedom, and the determined will of a human being. Her freedom consists here in adapting herself to the will of God.


What is determining for Mary is not her own wishes or will, but the word of the Lord, the will of God.


So, let it be done to each of us. Father, your will be done.

