 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Fifteenth Sunday of Year 1 (Is 55:10-11, Mt 13:1-9/23)


GOD SPEAKS TO US

Today's readings from the prophet Isaiah and from the Gospel according to Matthew are telling as that God's Word is effective and powerful in our lives provided we are receptive to it: provided we don't just look but see, provided we don't just hear but listen and understand.

 
The word that God speaks to us is much wider than the words of sacred Scripture.



God expresses his love for us in every single thing that exists and in everything that happens. God's word is hidden in the actual situation that we are living in now, and in all events and crises. So, God is saying something to us in our sicknesses and in good health, in our personal smash-ups and in successes. God speaks to us also through the same things in the lives of people we know, especially those who are close to us. God is saying something to us through our internal feelings and reactions to others.


Human situations are ambiguous: we can interpret them in all sorts of ways, and yet God continues to reveal himself through them. The risen Christ takes on flesh and blood among people, and he is always present and active, always creating, transforming and saving us.


God speaks to me when a person reveals himself to me and gives me the privilege of knowing him or her better. God speaks to me when I use any of my five senses to discover and respond to God's presence and power everywhere. God's word in the mouths of people, especially those who are not considered to be important, is often penetrating and can be distressing. God speaks also through all the current events and signs of the times that newspapers, magazines, radio, TV, cinema and stage present to us in glaring detail.



God is saying something in the conflict between the Israelis and the Palestinians, in drug abuse and in terrorist strikes, in the departures of priests and religious, in the exposure of pedophilia. Each of us is invited to listen and understand, not only to words, but to their meaning and to the persons who are speaking. How many of us can listen with the heart to people's ideas, reactions, feelings and reasons, before we decide that they are talking a load of garbage or God's truth?


God speaks to us through the most basic yearnings of the human spirit that lead us eventually to God. We human beings yearn for life, for freedom, for responsibility, solidarity and love. At the same time, we suffer tensions between these positive forces towards growth and our negative tendencies towards death, slavery, escapism, self-centredness and isolation.


All these tendencies, both positive and negative, which we are all aware of, involve us in the process of becoming fully developed persons. They are found only in human beings and they can be recognised as the first signs of God's self-revelation to us, woven into our very fibre. They are another expression of God's word: they don't express by themselves the whole meaning of a man or a woman, but if we begin to understand them we can relate the whole of God's word to them, because they are common to everyone's experience, and they are basic to the revealed word of God in sacred Scripture.


God's word is revealed in a special way in the tradition of Abraham, Moses, Jesus Christ and the Christian Church. The tradition of the Christian Church includes its teaching, its ways of communicating, especially by preaching, and its response in faith, especially in public worship.


We are used to calling these things the word of God, and not so used to finding God's word also in the natural things of life. Scripture is God's word stated in human words and clarified by someone capable of doing so, mainly because that person had the faith to discern God's word in the natural things of life. He or she is the prophet - the one who speaks out for God. A prophet recognises God's word in his or her life, sees, listens, understands and responds in faith.


When the experience of a person of faith or of a believing community was expressed in writing, we have the origin of the Scriptures under God's inspiration. Many human circumstances made up the life-situation out of which the various books arose, and this accounts for the wide variety of literature that we now have in the Bible.


Isaiah proclaims in God’s name, “The word that goes from my mouth does not return to me empty, without carrying out my will and succeeding in what it was sent to do” (Is 55:11). Jesus, in his parable of the sower, shows rather that God’s word can be frustrated, depending on the reception that we give it.


 The big question is: What is God saying? We will discover that only through reflecting on our life’s experience and on the scriptural word of God, moving back and forth, from gospel to life and back to the gospel, and through a solid commitment to prayer.

