 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1June 24: Birth of John the Baptist (Is 49:1-6)


SERVANT OF THE LORD

Our first reading is one of the four “Songs of the Servant of God”, in the book of the prophet Isaiah. (The four songs are found in 42:1-9, 49:1-6, 50:4-11, 52:13 - 53:12).


If we take the time to read these four songs, one after the other - it doesn’t take long - the portrait of a person will emerge: this is the Servant of God. 


He was specially chosen by God while still in his mother’s womb. God opened his ears to listen and to learn the proper way to live. He in due time instructs his fellows, and they stand judged by his word. He carries out his God-given task gently, without show. He even seems to fail miserably. He accepts bad treatment and even contempt, but he is never beaten, because he finds his support in God. He himself is innocent, yet he is treated as an evil doer apparently punished by God, and certainly condemned by his fellows to a shameful death.


But the actual facts are that he has freely taken on all this for others who need someone to share their life with them, all that makes up life - hopes, successes, failures, renewed hopes - someone to bring them safely through it all. His suffering with them and for them restores them to friendship with God. More than that, God accepts his servant’s dedication in the name of all people and in favour of all, countless redeemed brothers and sisters of his servant.


One thing special about John the Baptist was that he recognised Jesus as this Servant of God described by Isaiah: “Look, there is the lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world ... He is the Chosen One of God”, as we hear in today’s gospel (Jn 1:29).


John saw Jesus as the one who would take on himself the limitations and infirmities of his fellows, even their sin and guilt, and he would offer not merely a lamb for sacrifice to God, but himself, his own life and person, because of his intense love for his brothers and sisters and for God. John knew that the whole purpose of the Servant of God’s life and work was to open people’s lives to the Spirit of God, to such an extent that they would undergo a spiritual rebirth.


All this is presented to us for a practical reason. We are Christians, we identify with Jesus, each of us is the Servant of God. All that Isaiah described in his four Songs of the Servant of God is a portrait of each of us.


God chose us from the beginning to be Christian and Catholic. He adopted us individually in our baptism. He opened our ears to listen and to learn the proper way to live. We, in our turn, can instruct others, especially by the power of example, but gently, without show. We will have our ups and downs, successes and failures, good treatment and bad. But, if we rely on God and keep faith with God, we won’t be beaten.


Many people need us to share their lives with them, and we need them, to suffer with one another and for one another. We need to support one another by our friendship and by sharing our loving faith in God. God accepts this kind of service. That is how Jesus served him. This is the way of life of the Servant of God.


We live, as Jesus did, from one day to the next. Our life is a mixture of the bad and the good. We want to do God’s will, but we don’t always succeed. Through all this living, there takes place the Mass of our daily lives. We share in the Mass of the daily life of Jesus, the Servant of God, which reached its climax on Calvary. Our public worship this morning unites his Mass and ours.


Our daily living is what matters, because this is what we bring to Mass as our offering. We unite the Mass of our daily lives with the supreme sacrifice of Jesus, the Servant of God.


At the end of the Mass in Latin, the priest celebrant turns to you and says, “Ite, missa est.” This is often translated into English as, “Go, the Mass is ended”, but it doesn’t mean that. It means, “Go, you are sent out”, that is, you are sent out to live the Mass of your daily life. You return to the week’s work and to the task of living as a servant of God, and you come back again in a week’s time with your week’s offering. So, next Sunday’s Mass is just beginning when you leave the church this morning.

