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The FRAMA contingent from St Johns Park, NSW, Australia

(Franjevaĉka Mladež – FRAMA – Franciscan Youth)

“With great joy I welcome you, dear young people. You have come here from near and far, walking the streets of the world and the pathways of life. My particular greeting goes to those who, like the Magi, have come from the East. You are the representatives of so many of our brothers and sisters who are waiting, without realizing it, for the star to rise in their skies and lead them to Christ, Light of the Nations, in whom they will find the fullest response to their hearts' deepest desires. 

“I also greet with affection those among you who have not been baptized, and those of you who do not yet know Christ or have not yet found a home in his Church. Pope John Paul II had invited you in particular to come to this gathering; I thank you for deciding to come to Cologne.” 

These were the words spoken by Pope Benedict XVI, whilst addressing all the young people along the river Rhine. 

As one of the members of the FRAMA Youth group attending WYD 2005, I personally had no expectations, only to go to Germany with an open heart and an open mind. In return, I received more than I could ever imagine. 

When the Australian group arrived in Germany, we were taken by coach to the diocese of Limburg, which is approximately an hour and a half from Frankfurt International Airport. We as a group were then introduced to the families that we were staying with for the three days that we were in Limburg. 

The generosity and hospitality that the Germans expressed whilst we were there was something that we as a group will never forget. Throughout the time in Limburg, we experienced the way of life that the families experience day to day. There was a variety of activities that were organized in preparation for our transfer to Cologne, from Masses every day to a trip to a quarry to learn about creation, and visits to holy sites and holy places.

Our second week in Cologne was very fast paced. We were constantly on the move and most of the time very sleep-deprived.

We as a group celebrated the feast of the Assumption with a Mass in a crypt that holds the remains and is the resting place of Saint Albert the Great. We also were able to make a mini pilgrimage to the Cologne cathedral, which has the shrine of the Three Magi inside and every day we were able to go to Mass in a variety of locations all around Cologne.

 As pilgrims we stayed in a school and slept on foam mattresses. Showering facilities were close to non-existent as there were only four showers to share between over four hundred and fifty people at first, and the food was almost non-existent as well.  It may sound as though I am complaining, but this pilgrimage was exactly just that, a pilgrimage. We survived with very little, but in reality it made us appreciate what we took for granted. Every emotion was expressed during this trip, we laughed, we cried, there were some days that we were really frustrated with one another and some days when we couldn’t be without one another. Beautiful friendships were formed and a stronger relationship with God was something all of us came away with.

The final Mass was celebrated outside, overnight with over a million people present. There was such a strong spirit of the young present at the Mass. There was a mixture of emotions amongst all of us. Some of us were excited, some were anxious, some were tired and cold and others were simply happy and couldn’t wait for the Mass to begin. Although there was a mixture of emotions, there was one thing that bound us all together: we were pilgrims, and as pilgrims we all joined together. People from all walks of life, from all different backgrounds and all nations came to celebrate Christ with the Pope. 

The Three Magi came to worship Jesus over two thousand years ago and two thousand years later we did exactly the same thing: we traveled to Germany “to worship him”. Our pilgrimage started before we left, and it is continuing until the next WYD, which will be held in Sydney in 2008.

Finally, I leave you with the words that Pope Benedict shared with all who attended the Mass and all who watched on television:

“Here in Cologne we discover the joy of belonging to a family as vast as the world, including Heaven and earth, the past, the present, the future and every part of the earth. In this great band of pilgrims, we walk side by side with Christ, we walk with the star that enlightens our history. 

“To all of you I appeal: Open wide your hearts to God! Let yourselves be surprised by Christ! Let him have ‘the right of free speech’ during these days! 

“Open the doors of your freedom to his merciful love! Share your joys and pains with Christ, and let him enlighten your minds with his light and touch your hearts with his grace. 

“In these days, blessed with sharing and joy, may you have a liberating experience of the Church as the place where God's merciful love reaches out to all people. In the Church and through the Church, you will meet Christ, who is waiting for you.” 

