YouFra International Gathering, Paddington NSW
For a little while now, our Youth group has been the only Franciscan Youth Group in the whole of Oceania! So we’d been growing in relative obscurity, removed from other Franciscan Youth until Fr Carl Schafer OFM said “It is not good for FRAMA to be alone… so there is going to be a Youth Gathering in the true Franciscan spirit and it’s going to bring together all of the YouFra from around the world!”
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So four of us from FRAMA (the Croatian title for YouFra) were lucky enough to be able to juggle our busy schedules and put up our hands to go and meet a lot of unknown young people who were also trying hard to follow the example of St Francis.
We were told that we would be slumming it on the floors of a Catholic school next to the beautiful church of St Francis of Assisi in Paddington, right in the heart of Sydney. So after a long wait - more than a year! - we packed our bags, and really having no idea what we were getting into, trekked our way across Sydney to meet all these other Franciscan youth.
I think I speak for all four of us who went when I say it was one of the best experiences that we have had! When we came there, we had no idea how much we would gain and what we would learn. First of all, we learnt that we were not alone!  A Franciscan youth group was, and still is, budding in Springvale, Victoria , and there are Franciscan Youth groups all over the world – Croatia, Italy, Philippines, Vietnam, USA and many other places. We learnt that to be Franciscan was to be joyful and celebrate everything in life, especially one another! Along with getting to know the youth, it was our privilege to get to know better the ingenious, multi-lingual Fr. Ivan Matic OFM who is the Spiritual Assistant to YouFra around the world (and proudly Croatian). 
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[image: http://photos-d.ak.facebook.com/photos-ak-sf2p/v308/239/23/665521101/n665521101_1081219_5510.jpg][image: http://photos-f.ak.facebook.com/photos-ak-sf2p/v298/198/67/1346212493/n1346212493_37389_2312.jpg]Those three days had us celebrating life as never before! We got to know one another through  group discussions, using much gesturing and broken English – even on our Sydney-siders’ part. We learnt to sing some very interesting action songs to the strumming of Michele’s guitar and his enthusiastic shouting “Yeah yeah yeah, yeah yeah yeah yeah” ! And we got to take a bus trip together to meet with the Poor Clares who shared with us their time, their food, the Mass and the most beautiful prayer from St Clare, which touched every ones heart and left a few eyes moist.



                                                                                                                                   



The best part of the whole thing was coming together and finding out that we weren’t alone! We had an international family, one that automatically made us feel welcome and loved and taught us so much about how to live the Franciscan life just with their actions. To end, all I can say is, “It was good, very good.”
Katarina Ivancic
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