World Youth Day 2008

What is WYD?

World Youth Day is a Catholic celebration and pilgrimage of faith that is held every two or three years in different locations around the world. This event is targeted towards the youth of the world and organised by the Papal office. It invites young people from all over the world to come and celebrate the word of the Lord, create friendships and come to a better understanding about the Catholic faith.

Throughout World Youth Day, various activities take place that encourage and promote a renewal in faith, a better understanding about oneself and the universality of the Catholic Church and the power of God. Such activities include: Prayer, festivals, concerts, mass, cultural events, catechism, adoration and reconciliation.
Where and when is the next WYD?

The next WYD will be held in Sydney, Australia in 2008 between 10th-20th of July 2008.

Through the WYD08 experience, young people from throughout the world will make a pilgrimage in faith, meet, and experience hospitality and the love of God. The young people will have an opportunity to rediscover their baptismal calling and the centrality of the sacraments of the Eucharist and reconciliation, and so discover a new apostolic zeal to witness more fully the Gospel in the modern world. 
The final mass will take place on the 20th of July at Randwick racecourse and is expected to attract more than 500,000 people.

How did World Youth Day begin?

World Youth Day began in 1984, when Pope John Paul II invited the youth from all over the world to celebrate Palm Sunday with him in Rome, Italy. The response was fairly overwhelming and from that initial encounter with the youth, the Pope organised that every  two or three years, there would be a youth gathering that would encourage the youth to celebrate their faith.

What is the WYD 2008 theme and logo about?

“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you: and you will be my witnesses” (Acts 1:8).
This theme highlights the promise made by Jesus to set fire upon the earth by the power of the Holy Spirit which inspires the pilgrims to come to Australia, to believe and witness Him.

This passage occurs after the death and resurrection of Jesus, just before his ascension to the Father. It represents the birth of the Church.

The disciples had questioned Jesus about the time of the restoration of Israel. His words “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you” were somewhat surprising - they referred to a new meaning of the word "power". Jesus promises a different kind of "power" to help the Jews from under the yoke of Roman occupation. The power He promises to give is the very Spirit of God, the dynamic potential for transformation, the very condition of living according to the manner of Jesus' life. 

This Spirit is not a vague ambiguous force, rather it is a Divine Person, the true Self Gift of the Father to the Son, and the Son to the Father, and hence the gift of the Father to us in the Son - with Him we say "Our Father". Only with the reception of the Spirit of Jesus can we exercise the authentic passion of the Heart of Christ, hence, by being set on fire with it, we as persons become witnesses to Him and everything for which He stands. 

The ultimate witness we can make is to follow in the pattern of His life through the total self gift of our lives, lived authentically in truth and love for Him and at the service of others.
Central to the logo is the Cross raised in victory, representing Christ and the life of witness which the Holy Spirit enables. It is the passion of the heart of Christ, poured out into the world from the Cross, which consumes the young people of Sydney, of Australia and of the world. The whiteness of the Cross indicates that Jesus is the light of the world. 

The flames of the logo represent the Descent of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost in tongues of fire. They evoke the Sacrament of Confirmation and the gifts of the Holy Spirit. The colours of red, orange and yellow flowing throughout symbolise the Trinity and Unity of God. They also bring to mind the colours of the Australian outback. 

The blue of the logo represents the oceans that surround Australia, the waters of Baptism, the sea of humanity, and Mary, full of grace. 

The Opera House is the symbol of Sydney, the host city for World Youth Day 2008. 

Franciscan Youth in Australia
The only Franciscan Youth group in Australia is centred on the Croatian Catholic Centre, Sv. Nikola Tavelic, in St Johns Park, Sydney NSW. We have named our group FRAMA, which means “Franciscan Youth” in Croatian.

World Youth Day 2008 Committee
We have discussed and decided that FRAMA will fundraise and sponsor two groups, one from Croatia and one from Bosnia and Herzegovina, to travel to Sydney, Australia and celebrate WYD 2008. 
This task in itself will need much organisation and planning in order for it to work and run as smoothly as possible. 

I propose that there be a mini WYD08 committee at Sv. Nikola Tavelic, to help organise and prepare for this event. The committee will be responsible for organising and preparing for this event, from PR to advertising to fundraising. 

The committee members will be sectioned into sub groups within the committee. These are listed below:

Organiser/s

This person or persons will be responsible for the following:

· Being the face of WYD within our community.
· Have constant contact with official WYD organisers and the Archdiocese of Sydney.
· Collecting and organising WYD information.
· Constantly and consistently updating information about WYD. 

· Contact with FRAMA overseas.
· Talk to pastoral and fundraising committees at church.
· Talk to potential sponsors and organisations.
Advertising

People in this group will be responsible for the following:

· Creating posters, pamphlets and any external visual information for the community.
· Work with the organisers closely, making sure that all information is constantly covered and promoted.
· Collect information and promote any activities FRAMA has organised including fundraising.
· Be both creative and articulate when presenting information.

Fundraising

People in this group will be responsible for the following:

· Plan and organise any fundraising activities that FRAMA will organise and participate in.
· Come up with fundraising activities.
· Work with both the organisers and advertising groups to make sure everything runs smoothly.
Logistics/Planning committee

People in this group will be responsible for the following:

· Planning and organising our guests’ accommodation and travel.
· Work with other groups within the committee to plan and organise everything.
This is just a simple explanation of what the committee will be responsible for and the roles each group within the committee will have.

The roles are for those who are truly committed to organising and preparing for WYD08 within our community. Everyone involved in WYD08 preparations needs to be committed to this in order for our planning to work and to run smoothly.

As vice-president of FRAMA, I encourage those who are interested to come forward. If you have any suggestions please let me know via email, mobile or in person.
Kristina Kasunic

