O.F.S. Personal Fraternity “Mary Immaculate”
The O.F.S. Personal Fraternity of Deacons “Mary Immaculate”, the Statutes of which are as follows, had its beginning in an inspiration of the Deacon Francesco Mattiocco with the support of other Deacons.
The Fraternity was canonically established on 8th May 1995 by Father Jose Angulo Quilis, Minister General of the TOR, with the support of the Minister General of the O.F.S., Emanuela De Nunzio.

Statutes
I O.F.S. Personal Fraternity of Deacons “Mary Immaculate”
 1.      The O.F.S. Personal Fraternity of Deacons “Mary Immaculate” is a personal fraternity of Permanent Deacons in the Diocese of Rome and the neighbouring Dioceses (married, single or widowed) and their respective spouses (Cf. Decree of Establishment, Const. Gen. 28, 3; 46, 1. 2; 35, 2; cn. 518.)
2. The Fraternity belongs to the O.F.S. Regional Fraternity of Lazio and to the Italian O.F.S. National Fraternity on the Regional and National level according to what is laid down in their respective Statutes. (Until the unified Regional and National Fraternities were established, the Fraternity was attached to and in communication with the Minister General and the CIOFS Presidency.)
 3. The canonical headquarters of the Fraternity is situated at the Friary of Sts. Cosmas and Damian, which is the General Curia of the TOR in Via dei Fori Imperiale, 1, Roma. The Fraternity cultivates a special relationship and sharing with the Fraternity of the TOR at their General Curia and at the Basilica of Sts Cosmas and Damian.
II Form of Gospel Living and Apostolic Activity
4. The O.F.S. Personal Fraternity “Mary Immaculate” lives a life of lay Franciscan spirituality in a manner that is especially suited to the state of its members that is in accord with the fact that it is a fraternity of Permanent Deacons and their spouses. It is “a journey of conversion and formation following the Franciscan spirit” (Document of Establishment). It aims to live the holy Gospel within the circumstances of its members, following the “lifestyle of Deacons” in the spirit of Nazareth where the Holy Family provided the basic model of fraternity.
 5. The Fraternity tries to deepen the spirituality of marriage and the family. The children of the various couples share in the life of the Fraternity on special occasions and in suitable ways. The Fraternity seeks way to remain close to them, to provide for their Christian education in a Franciscan spirit and accompany them in their growth and quest for their vocation.
 
6. As it has been accompanied from the outset by the protection of Mary Immaculate, attempts to cultivate a relationship of special communion and devotion with her.
7. Let each member be in touch with the Word of God as Mary was at the Annunciation when she responded “let it be done to me according to your word.” The members shall frequently recall this mystery by the recitation of the Angelus.
Each member shall make the Consecration to Mary according to the Franciscan tradition and the family of Maximillian Kolbe along with Profession, and this shall be renewed annually by the whole Fraternity.
Prayers
8. Let the Liturgy of the Hours be recited at every fraternity meeting, preceded by the Franciscan antiphons and the Angelus.
At particular times, the Rosary is recited.
At certain times during the year, the Fraternity celebrates the Eucharist.
Let the brothers have special concern for the adoration of the Eucharist, so that they are able to spend time before the Lord in contemplation.
Once a year, the Fraternity should organise its own retreat.
 9. Apostolate
a. The primary apostolate of the members is that which is carried out by each one in their respective Parishes and Dioceses. The Fraternity should seek to stimulate and support the apostolate of the Permanent Diaconate.
The Fraternity will organise its life in accord with the family life of its own members so that it assists and supports this.
The Fraternity is available to offer service to the O.F.S. (especially in Rome, and the Regional Fraternity of Lazio, in the fields of formation, animation and youth work …) 
b. The primary responsibility is evangelisation. Let Deacons remember to be “active apostles of the new evangelisation”. As the Pope recalled at the jubilee of the Deacons and as is stated in the prayer of Ordination: “Receive the Gospel…”.
III Life in Fraternity
10. Fraternal life develops in accord with the state of life and the possibilities of the members (Cf. Document of Establishment). This is expressed in a special way during the meetings of the fraternity; the meeting requires regular attendance, and special care for members who are being formed.
 
11. Fraternal life is also encouraged by other meetings and links between individual members by means of visits or when they come together because of their duties as Deacons.
 12. Every meeting of the Fraternity should contain prayer, some formation and some fraternal sharing (experiences, information and family topics).
 13. The Fraternity should promote gestures of mutual exchanges between the members and their families. 
 14. The Fraternity Council is composed of: the Minister, the Vice-Minister, Formator, Secretary and Treasurer. The Council should meet at least four times a year (February, April, September, November). In a particular way, the Minister is called upon to promote communication and contact between members.
IV Formation
 15. During ongoing formation, attention should be paid to programmes of formation for Deacons which are organised by the Dioceses and some annual programmes organised by the Regional and National Fraternities.
 V Spiritual and Pastoral Assistance to the Fraternity
 16. The Council will ask the Minister General of the TOR for a spiritual assistant whom he will name at the beginning of his term, for six years.
The Assistant will assist the Minister and the Council with animation, coordination and formation of the Fraternity and continually promote with the Franciscan Family and with the Church.
 VI Communion with the Franciscan Family and the Church
 17. The Fraternity shall cultivate communion with the various Franciscan Religious Families and with all Franciscan associations and movements.
 18. The Fraternity may have associate members (Cf. members associated to the O.F.S., Presidency Document of CIOFS 1995).
19. The relationship of the Fraternity with the Diocese of Rome is to be maintained by means of contact with the Diocesan Director of the Permanent Diaconate.
20. The members who are Deacons shall cultivate a special “communion with their ordained brothers, priests and deacons”. (Directory n. 76)
21. The Fraternity should try to promote Franciscan spirituality within the Permanent Deacons.
 22. The Fraternity shall open its meetings for opportunities to promote vocations and contact other church bodies.
