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INTRODUCTION
In their Introduction to the Works of Bernardine of Siena
 the editors made the following comments on his Treatise on the blessed Virgin: ‘The Marian sermons, the main part of his sermons, were first outlined by Bernardine and afterwards enriched with more or less new arguments and an abundance of material for his own use during the first period of his lengthy apostolate. He preached them on the occasion of feasts of the blessed Virgin Mary, or also on certain days of Lent. The Saint had the custom of offering at least two sermons on the Virgin in each of his Lenten course of sermons.
 The redaction of these sermons into a Treatise, their collection and subsequent publication fall for certain in the second period. More precisely, sermons 7 and 8 of this Treatise, namely,  ‘De salutatione angelica’ and ‘De superadmirabili gratia et gloria Matris Dei’, without any doubt were revised and perfected in the years 1430-1436 because he included them in the Lenten sermon, ‘De Christiana religione’ edited at this time (see Tome II, 153-162; 371-397); sermon 4, ‘De admirandis gratiis’, he put in the Lenten sermon ‘De evangelio aeterno’ (IV, 65-180) in the years 1436-1440, and probably also another eight sermons of the aforementioned Treatise (VI, 65-180), he perfected in a similar way in the years 1436-1440.
‘In the whole Treatise on the blessed Virgin, the Author refers to the Lenten sermon, ‘De Christiana religione’ once in the third sermon, twice in the ninth, and again once in the eleventh (VI, 92, lines 23-24; 133, lines 29-30; 135, lines 29-30; 168, lines 23-24). All eleven sermons, assigned to the feasts of the blessed Virgin, are interconnected and together form a genuine Marian treatise. In sermon 9, Bernardine writes: ‘above in this Treatise, sermon 8, article 1, chapter 3’ (VI, 127, line 10), in sermon 11 he quotes sermons 4, 3, 9 (VI, 163, line 34; 164, line 30; 168, line 22) and often sermon 8 (VI, 162, lines 5-6; 172, lines 13, 14, 20; 179, lines 2, 30). Sermon 3 seems to have been redacted and finished before the Author decided to put the single sermons into one treatise, because, differently to what he did in sermons 9 and 11 when referring to sermon 8, ‘De admirabili gratia et Gloria Matris Dei’, he did not write ‘below, in sermon 8’, but ‘on this at greater length in the Lenten sermon “De Christiana religione”, sermon 61, article 3, almost in its entirety’ (VI, 92, lines 23-24). The same applies to the order of sermons 1-2, 4-6; for in the autograph codex Vat. Lat. 1045 they are not yet arranged in a numerical progression that, on the contrary, sermons 9 and 11 have in the autograph codex Chig. C. VI. 163.
The following translation of the Treatise on the Blessed Virgin by St Bernardine of Siena is based on the edition of the Treatise in the Quaracchi edition of the works of Bernardine. The version of the Bible used in the translation is the Douay Rheims Bible (DRB). However, the names of the books and proper names are reproduced as found in the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV); also some minor changes to the text of the Douay Rheims Bible have been made to fit the context in the Treatise and to modernise some spellings, for example, changing hast to have. 

Inclusive language has been used for the quotations from the DRB and, as far as possible, such changes are based on the text of the NRSV. Where the numbering of a text differs in the NRSV from the DRB, the numbers in the NRSV are put in square brackets after the DRB numbering. The footnotes are translated from the Quaracchi edition. 
I record my gratitude to Sr Joanne Fitzsimons OSC for her careful work in revising the translation.
Campion Murray OFM
Campbelltown,

 8 December 2004




� 	Tome VI, 15*.


� 	As he did in Padua, in 1423, where he spoke three times on the praises of the blessed Virgin in the following sermons: ‘De septem verbis seu de septem flammis amoris’, ‘De purificatione’ and ‘De amore incarnante seu de annuntiatione beatae Virginis (see Ratio, 134, 139, 151); in Florence, during two Lents in the years 1424 and 1425 (see Ratio, 178, 182, 188); in Siena during two courses of sermons given in the years 1425 and 1427 (Ratio, 157, 161, 191, 193, 206) and in Assisi in a course of sermons given to the people in the year 1425 (see Ratio, 164ff.). 





