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“IF YOU WANT TO CULTIVATE PEACE, PROTECT CREATION”
Liturgy for the World Peace Day, 2010
(A liturgy based on the theme chosen by Pope Benedict XVI for his Message on World Peace Day (January 1, 2010): “If you want to cultivate peace, protect creation.”)
THEME The theme aims to raise awareness about the strong bond that exists in our globalized and interconnected world between protecting the creation and cultivating peace... "If the human family is unable to face these new challenges with a renewed sense of social justice and equity, and of international solidarity, we run the risk of sowing seeds of violence among peoples, and between current generations and those to come... ecological questions must be faced." [From Vatican Press Notice]
INTRODUCTION In our Eucharist we offer the fruits of the harvest, bread and wine, and the Lord transforms them into his Body and Blood. Let us pause to reflect on whether we show the reverence due to the natural world, both as the sustainer of our life and as a sign of God’s creative love.

PENITENTIAL RITE: 
Lord Jesus, you shower us with all the blessings of life and love. Lord have mercy.

Christ Jesus, you call us to be stewards of creation and guardians of the life we share. Christ have mercy.

Lord Jesus, your Spirit awakens in us praise and wonder. Lord have mercy.

INTRODUCTION TO THE READINGS; 

First Reading (Isaiah 62.1-5) 

The Prophet Isaiah looks beyond the appearances of a ruined Jerusalem. The Lord will not abandon his people or his world. Rather, God falls in love with his creation and rejoices over us.

Second Reading (1 Cor 12.4-11) 

Paul reminds the Corinthians of the wonderful gifts the Spirit has given them: but these gifts are given for a purpose, to build up the Body of Christ and to serve others. Today, we are gradually becoming aware of the service we are being called to give to the natural world, protecting it from harm and safeguarding biodiversity. Only the Spirit of God can equip us for this service.

Gospel (Jn 2.1-12)

“They have no wine.” Perhaps we are more aware today of the shortages of oil, of grain, of fish-stocks, of rainforest. Mary says to us what she said to the servants at the Wedding Feast at Cana: “Do whatever he tells you.” Let us pray for the grace to listen to Christ’s commandments and to respond as he would have us respond to the threats facing the poor of the world.

HOMILY NOTES 

First Reflection

“Will you just stop going on?!” I wonder how often such words have been spoken during the Christmas holidays, even in close, loving families. Our own fatigue and frustration combine with those little “triggers” in other people’s words and actions which irritate us; and so we boil over. The Old Testament Prophet responsible for our first reading must have been an irritating person to have around, too, in his day. He also keeps banging on about his favourite subject, in a way which seems both unreasonable and unrealistic to his neighbours: “About Zion I will not be silent, about Jerusalem I will not grow weary, until her integrity shines out like the dawn.” 

His contemporaries are all too aware of the limitations of life in a city which has known siege, conquest and the destruction of both palace and temple. Isaiah, on the other hand, is overwhelmed by his vision of the potential of his home-town and its place in God’s plan. Its integrity is to be restored, its relationships remade. Rather than being a dusty ruin, it is to become a jewel in the hand of God. From being cast away it is to be gathered up as God’s delight. It is his understanding of God’s plan of salvation which will not allow him to be silenced. 

Today, we have at last, belatedly, become aware of the depth of the ecological crisis affecting us; the need to restore the integrity of the earth; the need to cherish the natural world that had previously been seen as something we could trash with impunity. Like Isaiah, we too must refuse to be silenced – not out of fear of the consequences but because we, as Christians, have a vision of the natural world as “creation”, as the gift of God, a sacrament of divine love, entrusted to us. 

Today we are also gradually noting the connection between natural resources and armed conflict. It was the illegal diamond trade which kept the wars in Liberia, Sierra Leone and Angola going for over a decade. Iraq would not have been invaded if it did not have oil. Other, smaller-scale wars are fought over drugs and other commodities. The next environmental crises heading our way include a shortage of fresh water, caused by deforestation, over-extraction and climate-change, and the increasing demand for grain for bio-fuel and for feeding livestock, as well as for feeding a global population approaching 7 billion. Like Isaiah, we may not be silent until the integrity of creation is also respected and until the world lives in peace, “wedded” to the land. 

Like Isaiah, we are called to see the potential of the world around us – to see beyond what seems to be “abandoned” or “forsaken”, in order to find its place in God’s plan. Like Isaiah we are to keep on relentlessly proclaiming this vision, regardless of what others may think. Pope Benedict has issued a warning: “There is a strong bond between protecting creation and cultivating peace, and this bond is reinforced by the many problems concerning humanity’s natural environment, such as the use of resources, climate change, the application and use of biotechnology, and demographic growth”. Let us heed the Pope’s call, not out of fear but joyfully, because of the vision of the goodness of the world which we share.

Second Reflection

There was a wedding feast of Cana ... and in the midst of the extravagant displays of abundance which characterize all wedding receptions a whispered voice was heard: “They have no wine”. The voice was that of the Mother of Jesus. The tone was an urgent one, of compassionate concern, lest the feast end in the shaming of the young couple, lest bitterness creep into the celebration, spoil the beauty, and poison the joy of the day. 

“They have no wine” – no bread, no rice, no clean water, either. This is a cry which is increasingly heard in our world. A growing population combines with the rising living standards of many in the developing world and combines again with climate change and with the environmental degradation caused by deforestation and petro-chemical based agriculture. These factors together are creating a “perfect storm”, to coin a cliché. 

It is very easy to paint an apocalyptic picture of the contemporary scene. It has been suggested that the wars of the next generation will be fought not over oil but over the sources of fresh water, that most basic necessity of life. Certainly scarcity of resources is fuelling conflict, not only between major powers but at a lower level between neighbouring ethnic groups and communities across the world. It is this reality which the Pope calls us to address – by prayer, by study, by campaigning and by lifestyle change – on this Peace Sunday: “If you want to cultivate peace, protect creation”. For only the natural environment can provide the food that we need, only a just sharing of the fruits of the earth can bring peace between the nations, and only living in harmony with the rhythms of creation can give us inner peace. 

We Catholics ought to understand better than others the sacramental dimension of reality. Bread and wine, oil and water, the fruits of the earth refined by human labour – these are the materials with which we pray. All of this abundance is entrusted to us; entrusted not only to our ingenuity and technical ability but entrusted to our Spirit and our prayer. Faced with the scandal of our brothers and sisters going to bed hungry and the scandal of the divisions and conflicts which break out where there should be solidarity, we hear the urgent words of Mary, “Do whatever he tells you”. We look to Christ, the guest at the wedding who becomes the host. We look to his action of turning the waters of human failure into the “best wine” of the Kingdom.  

So we dare to face the world’s environmental crisis not with fear or a sense of foreboding, not with the desire to pull up the drawbridge and hunker down in the relative safety of these temperate climes. Discreetly, compassionately, like Mary, we notice what is needful and we turn to Christ in prayer to ask him to teach us how to creation – and safeguarding them for the next generation.

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL
Isaiah prophesied that the desert would blossom and that the land would have its wedding. With hope, let us pray for fruitfulness in the Church and in the world, that the whole of creation may be joined in praise of our Creator.
The response to the intercessions is: Lord of Creation, grant us your peace.

Let us pray for ourselves and our families. May we have reverence for creation and live in harmony both with our neighbours and with the world around. (Long pause - give people time to pray) Let us pray to the Lord...
We pray for our parish community. May we be good stewards of our local environment, treading lightly on the earth and celebrating the beauty of the world. Let us pray to the Lord...
By working together for environmental and social justice, may all Christians discover the gifts that unite us and find a healing of our division. Let us pray to the Lord...

For all those places in our world where there is conflict over natural resources or where environmental damage makes the lives of the poor unbearable. Let us pray to the Lord...
In our remembrance of the dead today, we call to mind all who have died because of the damage we humans have done to our world – the victims of air pollution, of floods caused by deforestation, of conflicts over natural resources: for eternal life for all who have died and for a healing of the human spirit. (Long pause - give people time to pray) Let us pray to the Lord..

Heavenly Father, all life comes from you and all life belongs to you. Help us to live peaceably in your world and to safeguard its beauty. To you we make these our prayers, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

xxxxxxxxxxxx
If You Want To Cultivate Peace, Protect Creation
The theme chosen by Pope Benedict for this year’s Peace Message is a striking one: “If You Want To Cultivate Peace, Protect Creation”. Twenty years ago, when the Berlin wall came down, hardly anyone would have made the connection between work for peace and the struggle to protect the environment. There was general acceptance that the Church should be involved in peace-making and conflict resolution, but Christian environmentalists were generally regarded as a bit cranky. Today we are much more aware of how essential it is that Christians work to safeguard the natural world and re-make our own lifestyles, so that we might “tread lightly on the earth”.  
Most of us, however, haven’t yet caught up with Pope Benedict’s insight that there is an intimate connection between environmental damage and warfare, so let us probe that link a little. There are clearly political connections to be made. Many of the wars of the last generation have been “resource wars” (fought over oil, diamonds, narcotics and the like). And with increasing pressure on drinking-water supplies, grazing land, grain harvests and other basic resources, we can expect more such conflicts in the future. Desertification and environmental degradation yield not only a harvest of human suffering but also refugee-flows and economic disruption. So protecting creation is a crucial tool for peace-making. 
But there is also a spiritual connection to be made between environmental health and peace; and perhaps this will prove even more important in the long term. Whatever the justifications which can be offered in any particular case, warfare always represents a gross failure on the part of the human family. Differences which should have been resolved through dialogue and friendship are tackled through violence. Our neighbour is viewed from a distance, with suspicion, as a potential enemy, rather than approached as a possible friend. So, too, in the modern era we came to look at the natural world from a distance and with hostility. It was there to be subjugated, mined, exploited, even trashed. It belonged to us and we could do whatever we wanted with it. We cut ourselves off from its natural rhythms. We thought we owed it nothing. And so we left gaping wounds across our planet and gaping wounds in our own alienated hearts. 
Now we have to learn again that we belong to nature, and not the other way round. We live here for a while, as tenants and stewards, not owners. But we are also learning that nature gives us the means for healing the wounds we have made, both in the living world and in our own spirits. And we are discovering in our own Christian tradition a forgotten wisdom, voices such as that of St Francis of Assisi, who praised God for Brother Sun and Sister Moon and every other aspect of creation, including Sister Death. These voices, together with Pope Benedict, call us now to live in harmony with each other and with our wonderful planet. [Source: Pax Christi International]
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