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The Scripture Reading that I have chosen for our farewell to N. is from Isaiah 25:6-9, which is a picture of Judgment Day.

The picture of Judgment Day that we are used to is taken from Matthew’s Gospel 25:31-46:  “Come, you whom my Father has blessed … For I was hungry and you gave me food. ….Then he will say to those on his left hand, “Go away from me … for I was hungry and you never gave me food.” However, I always find it more challenging than comforting.

Isaiah is profoundly comforting when he presents God's judgment of us in the image

of a splendid banquet (Is 25:6-9). The full text in Isaiah reads, “The Lord will prepare a banquet of rich food, a banquet of fine wines, of succulent food, of well-strained wines.” Apparently, our sober liturgy experts thought that was a bit much for general consumption, but I love it and I have chosen it when I celebrate Requiem Masses.

We're not used to Isaiah’s image of Judgment Day. He assures us that the Lord "will remove the mourning veil" and "he will destroy Death forever." "The Lord will wipe away the tears from every cheek," and, "That day, it will be said: See, this is our God in whom we hoped for salvation."


The Third Eucharistic Prayer echoes Isaiah, as we pray: "There we hope to enjoy for ever the fullness of your glory, when you will wipe away every tear from our eyes.”


John's First Letter (1 Jn 3:1-2) is also deeply comforting as we mourn the loss of our

loved ones. John assures us that they were "already the children of God". They "shall be like

God because [they] "shall see him as he really is." We can never fathom "the love that the

Father has lavished on us".

Our prayer at Mass echoes John as well as Isaiah: "For seeing you, our God, as you are, we shall be like you for all ages."


Jesus, in John's gospel (Jn 14:1-6), tells us not to let our hearts be troubled, but to trust in God still and to trust in Jesus, particularly in our loss of a person very dear to us, or a loyal and close friend. Jesus promises to return and to take us with him. He proclaims "I am the Way, the Truth and the Life. No one can come to the Father except through me."


Jesus doesn't relate to us from a distance. He became a man as we are. He has been

through it all. He knows our human experience at first hand, even to the extent of weeping at

the death of his close friend Lazarus. He takes us by the arm and leads us personally. He is

willing to guide us all the way. He is the Way.


Let us pray that Jesus, our brother, the crucified man and the risen Lord, may inspire us to devote ourselves humbly to our family members, our workmates and our neighbours, while Jesus returns us safely, together with all our loved ones, living and deceased, to God our Father.

