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“Praised be you, My Lord, through all your creatures!”
Franciscan Readings for 

Week Commencing
22 November, 2009
Christ The King
Sunday
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The feast originate in 1925 by Pope Pius XI in his document Quas Primus.  Believe it or not, even in those early days, the world was an increasingly secularist place.  The Pope reasserted that Christ is God and holds dominion over everything, that Christ is the Redeemer, the King of Destiny; Christ is the Head of the Church; God bestowed upon Christ all the nations of the world.  It was not an image that rested easily with people in that Jesus Christ had been viewed as the Good Shepherd, the servant of the poor and a gentle pastoral figure.  Yet, the power of the image of Jesus as the King of the Universe was exactly consistent with the social order presented in the Gospel – the mighty King, the Son of God, who suffered as the lowliest of people, who loved those who could not repay his favour – in essence, turning the social structures of power and wealth upside down. 

(A reading from ‘The Fioretti’)
Brother John saw Christ in the forest when he was tired and depressed.   It had been a difficult journey for John but, upon meeting Christ, he fell to his knees and said, 

“Without you, Lord, I remain in darkness and grief,

without you, Lord, I am deprived and blinded

because you are the light of souls;

without you I am lost and damned,

because you, Jesus Christ, are the true life of souls and the life of lives;

without you I am sterile and dried up,

because you are the fountain of every gift and every grace;

without you I am completely desolate,

because you are Jesus, our redemption. love and desire,

the bread that restores and the wine that gladdens the choirs of angels 

and the hearts of all the saints.

Enlighten me and shepherd me, O gracious Master, because though unworthy,

I am yours.”
Monday








23 November 2009
(A Reading from the Fioretti)

For his whole life, Brother John of La Verna had lived on a mountain and denied himself every material delight.   When the Nativity of Christ was approaching, Brother John was waiting for God in the mountain forests of La Verna.   All of a sudden, he was overcome with such a love of God and fervour for Christ's charity that it seemed as though God had entered into his very soul.  


And then he knew clearly how each created thing appears to its Creator, and how God is above and inside and outside and beside all created things.  And finally in that vision, John of La Verna knew that there was no other way by which the soul may go to God and have eternal life except through the blessed Christ, who is the way, the truth and the life of the soul.

Lord, you call us all home to you at the end of our lives.  May we remember with certain happiness those who have gone to their reward with you.  Give us hope for our own future, not fearing out mortality, but truly saying, "Welcome, Sister Death!"
Tuesday


Andrew Dun Lac and Companions
24 November 2009
[image: image3.jpg]


A Vietnamese diocesan priest who suffered martyrdom in this persecution is *Andrew Dung-Lac, who is honoured by being the representative of the 117 martyrs in the Roman Calendar. His name was originally Dung An Trân, and he was born about 1795 in a poor and pagan family in Bac-Ninh in North Vietnam. When he was twelve the family had to move to Hà-Nôi (Hanoi) where his parents could find work. There he met a catechist and got food and shelter from him. He also got education in Christian faith for three years, and was baptised in Vinh-Tri with the Christian name Andrew (Andrew Dung). After learning Chinese and Latin he became a catechist, and thereafter taught catechises in the country. He was chosen to study theology, and on 15 March 1823 he was ordained priest. As parish priest in Ke-Dâm he was tireless in his preaching. He often fasted and lived a simple and moral life, he was a good example for the people, and many were baptised. In 1835 he was imprisoned under emperor Minh-Mang's persecutions (he was called Vietnam's emperor Nero), but his freedom was purchased by donations from members of the congregation he served. To avoid persecutions he changed his name to Lac (Andrew Lac) and moved to another prefecture to continue his work. But on 10 November 1839 he was again arrested, this time with Peter Thi, another Vietnamese priest whom he was visiting so that he might go to confession.

Once again Andrew was liberated, along with Peter Thi, in exchange for money. Their freedom was brief. They were soon re-arrested and taken to Hanoi, where both suffered a dreadful torture. Finally they both were beheaded 21 December 1839. 

(A Reading from the Fioretti)

Brother John of La Verna was given over to visions and ecstasies.   It became such that he could not say Mass without having a vision or manifestation of God appear to him.  On one occasion as he was saying Mass, at the moment of consecration, it is said that the host disappeared from the hands of Brother John and a great vision of the Risen Christ appeared.   Brother John fainted and the congregation helped him to the sacristy and yet there was such a look of rapture on the face of the friar that the terror that the people had thought had struck him turned out to be an immense love of Christ.

Lord, you manifest your love to us in many ways.  Perhaps you do not appear always in heavenly visions but make us aware of you in every person we meet and in the seemingly mundane events of our lives.
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(A reading from 'The Fioretti’)

There was a very refined, noble young man who joined the Order.   After a while he began to feel such for the disgust for the habit that it seemed to him that he was wearing a filthy rag.  He hated the sleeves, the capuche, its roughness and its length.  His distaste for religion grew accordingly and, eventually, he gave up his habit and the religion completely.  Leaving the friary, he past by the altar and, as was his custom, knelt down for a moment.  He saw a vision of a large procession of people passing by dressed in beautiful robes.  “Who are you?’ he asked.  “We are the Lesser Brothers that endured patience in the world and were rewarded by God when we came home to heaven.  The glorious brightness which you see in us was given to us by God for the humility and patience, holy poverty and obedience and chastity which we observed to the end.”   Returning to himself, the youth saw the error of his ways and returned to the Order.

Lord, help us overcome instant gratification, that the discomforts of this world are passing and that our eternal reward lies before us.
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        26 November 2009
 (A Reading from the Fioretti)

At the beginning of the Order, while Francis was still alive, there was a young friar called Brother Simon.  He was a fine young man, full of grace and contemplation, but not terribly bright.  He did not have the gift of reading and writing and yet he could speak about God and the love of Christ was such eloquence that he was deeply admired.


One day, a rich noble came to join the Order under Simon's instruction.  Simon kept the young nobleman's secular clothing until the instruction finished.  Finding it all too difficult, the nobleman went to Simon and said, "Brother, give me back my worldly clothes. I am not cut out for this life."  Simon took him aside and spoke to him of God in such a way that the young man's temptations and doubts left him.   Again and again the nobleman was filled with doubt as soon as life became too hard and would ask for his worldly clothes back.   And every time, Simon would take him aside and talk to him about God in a simple way and immediately the doubt and confusion would leave the rich young man.

Lord, you guide us in ways that sometime seem uncertain.   At times we may want to ask "for our old clothes back" and live in the past.  Give us the strength to move always forward in our lives. 

Friday 
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(A reading from 'The Remembrance of the Desire of a Soul')

The voice of God rang in the ears of St Francis.  He was assured by the Lord that his Order would grow and the number of friars who left would be replaced by the number entering the Order.   Francis sometimes grew doubtful until he heard the voice of God one day saying, "Why are you so upset, little man?  Have I set you up as shepherd over my friars so that you can forget that I am its main protector? I have called; I will preserve and I will pasture; and I will raise up others to make up for the fall of some.  So do not be upset, but work out your salvation, for even if the Order should come to number only three, by my gift it will still remain forever unshaken."

Lord, you are our protection.  Keep us safe forever and, in this uncertain world, drive us to be better than we are and secure for ourselves a future where the reign of God is possible.

Saturday


St James of the March
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St James of the March (Giacomo Gangala) was born in Monteprandone in the March of Ancona in 1391 and died in Naples in 1476 after a distinguished life as a friar minor.  He entered the Friars at 25 years of age and undertook his novitiate at the Carceri.  Perhaps his training as a civil lawyer and judge of sorcerers was good training for his future influence as a man of justice and as a policy-writer.  He was a famed preacher and a zealous missionary.  In 1456, following the death of St John of Capistran, he was sent to Hungary to take up John’s work.  There he combated the heresies and joined the delegations sent around Europe to suppress such groups as the Fraticelli. He established the montes pietatis in Italy and began a system of debt relief for the poor – a bit like interest-free loans. He was offered the bishopric of Milan but turned it down.  It is a sad part of Franciscan history that James suffered a great deal for his work in arbitrating between the Conventuals and the Observants as reflected in his letter to John Capistran in 1455.  The acrimony caused by James’ convictions even led to attempts on his life, which is why he is pictured with a snake escaping from a chalice.   Along with John Capistran, Albert of Sarteano, and Bernardine of Siena, James of the March is one of the four pillars of the Order.
(A reading from a sermon of St James of the Marches)

‘Some seed fell on good soil, grew up and yielded grain a hundredfold.’  This refers to the hearts of the faithful made fertile by the abundant grace of the Holy Spirit, where the word of God sows contrition for sins, the violet of humility, the rose of charity, the lily of chastity, fear and love of God, a desire for things eternal, disparagement of the goods of the earth, the beauty of all virtues.


When is the Holy Spirit received? During the preaching of the Word of God.  When do you deplore sins?  When have you forgiven an injury? During the preach of the Word of God.  When have you put aside ill-will?  When do you acquire patience and when have you found a soul that was lost? During the preaching of God’s word.  When have you come to know God and what keeps people in the faith?  During the preaching of the word of God.   This – Christ’s command to the Apostles – this, not human words but God who speaks.  Blessed are they who listen to you because you are a great light illuminating the whole world.

Lord, may our advice and our preaching be the words of God.  Help us to refrain from every agenda and open our hearts to the movement of your holy spirit






