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“Praised be you, My Lord, through all your creatures!”
Franciscan Readings for 

Week Commencing
6 April, 2008
3rd Week Easter - A
Sunday




6 April 2008
(A Reading from the Fioretti)

The first companion of St Francis was Brother Bernard of Assisi who was converted in this way.  Francis, still in secular clothes but having rejected the world, was scorned by the people of Assisi who drove him away with rocks and mud.  Bernard, a wealthy and educated man, was impressed by Francis’ patience in the face of such suffering.   Out of curiosity more than anything else, Bernard asked Francis to come to his place for dinner and to stay the night.   Pretending to sleep, Bernard heard Francis awake and kneel by the window where he spent the whole night in prayer saying, “My God, my God.”


The next morning, moved by Francis’ piety, Bernard said, “I am fully prepared to abandont he world and to follow you in what you will command me.”

Lord, can we be the first to say we will follow you?  Give us the courage to change our lives in close keeping with your commands.
Monday



John Baptist de la Salle


7 April 2008
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Instead of the biography of the founder of the Brothers of the Christian Schools, it may be better to include the practical teaching methodology stated by John Baptist de la Salle.  
1. The teacher determines the relative intelligence of every pupil in his class.
2. He adapts his language and explanations to the capacity of his class, and is careful never to neglect the duller pupils. 
3. He makes sure that the pupils know the meaning of the words they employ. 
4. He advances from the simple to the complex, from the easy to the difficult. 
5. He makes it a special point to insist greatly on the elementary part of each subject; not to advance until the pupils are well grounded on what goes before . . . 
9. To state but few principles at a time, but to explain them well . . . 
10. To speak much to the eyes of the pupils, making sue of the blackboard . . . 
11. To prepare every lesson carefully. 
12. To place no faulty models or standards before the pupils; always to speak to them in a sensible manner, expressing one's self in correct language, good English, and with clearness and precision. 
13. To employ none but exact definitions and well-founded divisions . . . 
18. To assert nothing without being positively certain of its truth, especially as regards facts, definitions, or principles. 
19. To make frequent use of the system of question and answer. (Chap. V, art. ii, pp. 31-33)
(A Reading from the Fioretti)
At the beginning and foundation of the Order, when the brothers were few and places had not yet been taken, Francis went to Santiago with Brother Bernard.  They met a poor man on the road who was sick and afflicted.  Francis, having compassion, said to Bernard, “Brother, I want you to stay with this poor man and serve him.”  Bernard remained behind.   Reaching Santiago, God said to Francis that he was to claim as many places as he could for the Order would expand beyond his every expectation.  Satisfied and returning home, Francis stopped at Santiago and found Bernard and the sick man completely healed.  So, Francis allowed Bernard to visit Santiago in the next year.
Lord, you come to us as the poor, crucified Christ in every person who is disadvantaged, lonely, rejected or outcast.  May we take delight in them and show them compassion for we can have no doubt that Jesus suffered that we might show the world that love is loved.

.
Tuesday









8 April 2008

(A Reading from the Fioretti)
In those early days, Francis sent Bernard to Bologna.   Departing with nothing other than the sign of the cross for his journey, Bernard arrived in Bologna.  The children in the street mocked and made jokes about him on account of his coarse habit, in the way that people do with someone who is crazy.  Instead of hiding himself away, Bernard stood in the piazza and bore their insults, allowed them to pull at his capuche, to throw rocks and dirt at him.  Some were amazed – Bernard kept returning to the same place each day and bore the insults and offences without uttering an angry word.  Because patience is a work of perfection and a proof of virtue, a wise doctor of law, seeing and considering such constancy and virtue in Brother Bernard, who could not be disturbed by the insults of others, questioned him.  Bernard gave him the Rule to read.  The doctor of law said, “This one and his companions are the holiest men in the world – and whoever insults them commits a great sin.  This man is a friend of God!”
Lord, let us bear the inconveniences and abuses of life with constancy and remain unmoved in our love for our neighbour.
Wednesday









9 April 2008

(A reading from the Fioretti)

The grace of God was shown in Bernardo di Quintavalle who had worn the habit for fifteen years and had grown close to God.   During that time he never relieved his hunger at the table but would eat sparingly saying that we do not practice perfect abstinence from things if we don’t taste them first: true abstinence is knowing what you are gladly missing – how it feels and tastes.  His spirit was set free by prayer and by his poverty.  So much so that clerics often came to talk with him and Francis himself sought his counsel and prayers.

Lord, the world is full of tastes and sounds and feelings that we love to experience and derive pleasure from.  Help us to know when enough is enough.  Let us put our pleasures after the needs of those who want.
Thursday









10 April 2008
St Francis spoke about Bernardo di Quintavalle, the second friar in the Order in the following way: “Brother Bernard has been given all manner of devils to test his faith and his constancy.  They constantly strive to make his star fall from heaven but the outcome will be much different.  He will be troubled, tormented and harassed but he will triumph over all.  Near the time of his death, with every storm cloud gone, every temptation overcome, he will enjoy tranquillity and peace.  His race finished, he will pass over to Christ.”  And it was true.  Bernardo’s death was lit up with miracles and the friars said, “Here was a brother who was not really recognised while he lived.”

Lord, you send your saints to us in many forms.  While it is easier to pick out the faults in others and wait until the eulogy to remember how good a person was while they lived, may we appreciate those around us now and show that we admire them.  Help us to be mindful that all people are a gift from God.

Friday










11 April 2008
(A reading from ‘The Assisi Compilation”)

As Francis lay dying, Bernard said, “Father! Bless me and show me your love!  Show me your affection and God and the other friars will love me more.”  Almost blind and reaching out, Francis placed his hand on the head of Bernardo, saying to Brother Giles, “Write this down – Bernardo was the third of the first friars, given to me by the Lord.  He began first and perfectly fulfilled the command of the Holy Gospel by giving all he had to the poor.  Because of this, I love him more than any other friar.  Let all Ministers General love him just as they love me and let all people hold him in my place as a good friar.”  Because of this, Bernardo was consoled and the other friars were reminded of the primacy and tenderness of love.

Lord, we want to be loved and to be reached out to.  May we be truly loved in our lives and, as it is in giving that we receive, may our hand be never reluctant to reach out in love to others.  Help us to be your heart on earth and our last breath be of your love.

Saturday









12 April 2008
(A reading from the Fioretti)

After the death of Francis, the brothers revered Brother Bernard as the father of the Order.  And as he approached death, many brothers from all over the world came to him.  Among them came Brother Giles.   As Brother Bernard was at the hours of death, he spoke to the brothers saying, “Brothers, I don’t wish to say many words to you, but you must consider that the state of the religion that I have had, you have; and what I have now, you will also have.  And I know this in my soul: even for a thousand worlds equal to this one, I would not wish to have served another Lord besides our Lord Jesus Christ.”  

Lord, what legacy will we leave behind for others?  May we be mindful of the impression our lives will make.  






