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INDIGENOUS PEOPLES
Pope John Paul II, Apostolic Exhortation 2001, Ecclesia in Oceania, n. 28.


Unjust economic policies are especially damaging to indigenous peoples, young nations and their traditional cultures; and it is the Church's task to help indigenous cultures preserve their identity and maintain their traditions. The Synod strongly encouraged the Holy See to continue its advocacy of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.


A special case is that of the Australian Aborigines whose culture struggles to survive. For many thousands of years, they have sought to live in harmony with the often harsh environment of their "big country”; but now their identity and culture are gravely threatened. 


In more recent times, however, their joint efforts to ensure survival and gain justice have begun to bear fruit. There was a saying from Australian bush life heard in the Synod Hall: “If you stay closely united, you are like a tree standing in the middle of a bushfire sweeping through the timber. Their leaves are scorched, the tough bark is scarred and burned, but inside the tree the sap still flows, and under the ground the roots are still strong. Like that tree, you have survived the flames, and you have still the power to be born. The time for rebirth is now.”


The Church will support the cause of all indigenous peoples who seek a just and equitable recognition of their identity and their rights; and the Synod Fathers expressed support for the aspirations of indigenous people for a just solution to the complex question of the alienation of their lands.


Whenever the truth has been suppressed by governments and their agencies or even by Christian communities, the wrongs done to the indigenous peoples need to be honestly acknowledged. The Synod supported the establishment of “Truth Commissions” where these can help resolve historical injustices and bring about reconciliation within the wider community or the nation. 


The past cannot be undone, but honest recognition of past injustices can lead to measures and attitudes which will help to rectify the damaging effects for both the indigenous community and the wider society. 


The Church expresses deep regret and asks forgiveness where her children have been or still are party to these wrongs. Aware of the shameful injustices done to indigenous peoples in Oceania, the Synod Fathers apologized unreservedly for the part played in these by members of the Church, especially where children were forcibly separated from their families. 


Governments are encouraged to pursue with still greater energy programs to improve the conditions and the standard of living of indigenous groups in the vital areas of health, education, employment and housing.

Pope Benedict XVI, World Youth Day, 2008

For thousands of years, before the arrival of Western settlers [in Australia], the sole inhabitants of the land were indigenous peoples, the Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders. Their ancient heritage forms an essential part of the cultural landscape of modern Australia. 

Thanks to the Australian Government’s courageous decision to acknowledge the injustices committed against the indigenous people in the past, concrete steps are now being taken to achieve reconciliation based on mutual respect. 

Rightly, you are seeking to close the gap between indigenous and non-indigenous Australians regarding life expectancy, educational achievement and economic opportunity! 

This example of reconciliation offers hope to peoples all over the world who long to see their rights affirmed and their contribution to society acknowledged and promoted.

THE MANY LINKS BETWEEN THE GOSPEL AND CULTURE
Vatican Council II, Pastoral Constitution 1965, The Church in the Modern World, n. 58.


There are many links between the message of salvation and culture. In his self- revelation to his people culminating in the fullness of manifestation in his incarnate Son, God spoke according to the culture proper to each age. 


Similarly, the Church has existed through the centuries in varying circumstances and has utilized the resources of different cultures in its preaching to spread and explain the message of Christ, to examine and understand it more deeply, and to express it more perfectly in the liturgy and in various aspects of the life of the faithful.


Nevertheless, the Church has been sent to all ages and nations and, therefore, is not tied exclusively and indissolubly to any race or nation, to any one particular way of life, or to any customary practices, ancient or modern. The Church is faithful to its traditions and is at the same time conscious of its universal mission. It can, then, enter into communion with different forms of culture, thereby enriching both itself and the cultures themselves.


The Good News of Christ continually renews the life and culture of fallen man; it combats and removes the error and evil which flow from the ever-present attraction of sin. It never ceases to purify and elevate the morality of peoples. It takes the spiritual qualities and endowments of every age and nation, and with supernatural riches it causes them to blossom, as it were, from within; it fortifies, completes and restores them in Christ. 
In this way, the Church carries out its mission and in that very act it stimulates and advances human and civil culture, as well as contributing by its activity, including liturgical activity, to man's interior freedom.

