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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1ST. CLARE OF ASSISI, MODEL AND MIRROR OF JESUS,
“FLESH OF MY FLESH BONE OF MY BONE”
I would like to introduce you to a not-so-new concept that fits St. Clare of Assisi, that is, a model and mirror of Jesus, “...flesh of my flesh and bone of my bone...” (Gen.1, 27).  “God made man in his image and likeness”, we read in Genesis, 1:27. However, that image and likeness was marred and weakened by sin. How could it be restored? Only through someone who was not ‘contaminated by sin.’ And, who might that be? Throughout Sacred Scriptures, there abound many prophecies and visions of the “Anointed One” who is to come and save God’s people from their sins. Only in the New Testament do we read about this Messiah. We read how the Angel Gabriel came to Mary to announce to her, “...that she had won God’s favour... that she would conceive and bear a son, who is to be called Jesus.” 

Mary did all that God the Father had planned for her through her faith-filled acceptance of God’s messenger, that is, Gabriel’s  announcement of God’s good news. And Mary replied, “Let what you have said be done unto me according to your word.” Through Mary’s complete entrance into the freedom of God’s saving plan for us, she introduces Jesus her Son into our humanity. We read of Jesus and his work throughout the New Testament. In different times and places down the centuries there have been many men and women who began to imitate Jesus and his way of life for their salvation and that of others. 
In the case of Clare, it was because of Ortulana’s love of Christ’s Passion and death. As a matter of course, she introduced her daughters Clare, Beatrice and Agnes, into this wonderful devotion.  Later we read . “...Clare’s mother Ortulana, was an independent woman of the Church who went on pilgrim journeys to Rome, Jerusalem and the Shrine of St. Michael in Monte Gargano. In her youth Clare modelled herself on Ortulana, and on other women of her household, and, of course, Mary the Mother of God.” (Ingrid Peterson, OSF, p.18)

 
From an early age it seems that Clare had already formed some type of picture and model in her heart regarding Jesus and who she wanted to follow. From the Introduction to “Clare of Assisi early Documents,” we read a snippet of Clare’s intention for her future, “...She must have grown to be a beautiful young woman. The eighteenth witness in the Acts of the process of Canonization, Lord Rainerio de Bernardo of Assisi, says as much and admits to having asked her many times to consent to marriage. But Clare had other things in mind: the preservation of her virginity and, it seems, the embrace of a life of poverty. Even in her youth, her attraction was directed elsewhere, to the things of God.” (p.11 and, Peterson, p. 86 and Process, 19.2) 
In Clare’s life we see that she was adamant in her love of Christ and her wanting to follow him in a life of poverty. “...Clare’s independence in choosing virginity and poverty before she was 18 years old was not appropriate for women, for noble women, or their daughters. Clare set out to make a path for herself, but not without stirring up the dust in Assisi’s streets and raising suspicion of her family. Nevertheless, Clare was free without the burden of property. She was valuable as a person, as she was before God, not because she would add to the nobleman’s property” (Peterson, p.88). It is evident that Clare’s heart burned with the love of Christ, his poverty, his passion and his Cross, as we read about Clare’s conversion, that is, after her vocation was recognized and validated first by Bishop Guido of Assisi and then by Francis of Assisi. 

What Francis did was to bring Clare’s holiness and vocation out in public for everybody to see and eventually praise God for it. Francis recognized Clare’s holiness, as we read, “...after Saint Francis heard of the fame of her holiness, he went many times to preach to her” (Proc.12.2). Beatrice’s testimony about Francis’s role in Clare’s story is significant for several reasons. We read, “...Beatrice does not chronicle ‘Francis-first’ story of Clare’s road to holiness” (Peterson, p.105. One of these reasons is that in Clare’s heart there existed first, God’s grace and call to follow Jesus. Second, Francis acted as a conduit and instrument to receive Clare and in a true and religious sense helped her to become the ‘Bride of Christ.’ Once Clare receives her affirmation from Francis that is, that he will receive her into religious life, she consents to leave all for Christ. She becomes that ‘fragrant offering made to God, through his Son Jesus.’ Let us read this important section, “At about this time her uncle had made arrangements for her to marry but Clare refused and, with the help of her servant, Bona di Guelfuccio, made arrangements to meet Francis and receive his advice. “The Father Francis,” the Legend narrates, “encouraged her to despise the world, showing her by his living speech how dry the hope of the world was and how deceptive its beauty. He whispered in her ears of a sweet espousal with Christ, persuading her to preserve the pearl of her virginal purity for that blessed Spouse whom Love made man.” On that significant Palm Sunday, then, Clare followed the advice of Francis, accepted the palm branch from the Bishop of Assisi, and that evening went secretly to Our Lady of Angels, the Portiuncula, where Francis and his brothers received her commitment to follow them in the pursuit of Gospel life” (Clare of Assisi Early Documents, p.12).
Clare made her commitment to Jesus her Spouse and entered into his service not as a ‘slave’ without freedom. No, for Clare her ‘slavery was bound to Christ alone.’ And, this slavery introduced her into the gift and life of poverty that she longed for even as a young girl. Let us then strive to imitate this ‘model and mirror of Christ’. Let us imitate her perfect love for Christ as best as we can, knowing that Christ himself will make up for our imperfect offering of ourselves to his Father. Let us become little mirrors reflecting the Light of Christ to others.
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