
LEADERS OF RECONCILIATION

We are afflicted with two kinds of weaknesses: those that we can change and those that we can't. May God grant us the strength to change the weaknesses that we can do something about, such as blindness to injustices, insensitivity to the pain of people who are worse off than we are, exclusion of people who are not like us.


I can't rightly say about these weaknesses, “I’ve got enough to do looking after myself and my family and friends. I'm fully occupied without taking on other people’s problems. I’m only human, and people shouldn’t demand any more of me.”  No, I need to pray honestly for God's strength to change my unjust and defective ways. I can't expect God and people to support my selfish weaknesses, but I pray that God will give me courage to change the things I can.


St Paul was quite content with his weaknesses (cf. 2 Cor 12). But these were the weaknesses that he could not change, much as he wanted to, and they were his severest sufferings.


He was never free of his “thorn in the flesh”, which was some kind of permanent illness or defect. We don't know what it was exactly, but he felt that it hindered him in his work for Jesus Christ.


Certainly, our insensitivity to the painful situations of others hinders us in living a Christian way of life. In recent years, we have been made aware of the injustices heaped on aboriginal people since the arrival of Europeans in Australia, and of our need to redress those injustices.


The Popes and our bishops have called on us to go out, in a spirit of mutual respect, to all people living in Australia. We Catholics in particular are asked to be leaders of reconciliation and to work for the unity of minds and hearts that transcends all differences of culture, social standing and race. The bishops exhort us to achieve justice and harmony among all who share this country with us and especially to uphold the dignity of the aboriginal people.


There may not be any aboriginal people in church with us on Sunday morning. That fact itself may raise the question, why? But we share the Christian faith and our Catholic tradition with many aboriginal people in Australia. Even if none of them is present at Mass in our parish church, we celebrate our common trust in God our Creator and our belief in the goodness of one another, our brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ.


God is at the heart of every human culture, whether European or indigenous. Through our culture, God draws all of us towards a deeper understanding of human life and our purpose in life. God’s plan for all human beings is one of justice and equality, of compassion and understanding, of wonder and delight which we are to share with all people living in Australia, and with all peoples on earth.


God’s Son, Jesus Christ, every day in the Eucharist, calls us to be sensitive, open and just towards all our brothers and sisters in Christ, whether our forebears arrived in this country over the past two hundred years, or whether they arrived 40,000 or perhaps 6,000 years ago. We pray that all injustices committed against them by later settlers, and by them against their own and others, will be redressed, and that we will be reconciled with one another and live in peace and harmony.


Please God, we will all arrive at acceptance of the defects that we can't avoid in ourselves and in others. We are obviously weak in ourselves. But when we give our life over completely to doing God’s will and not merely satisfying ourselves, everyone can see God's strength working through us.


Jesus himself appeared to be nobody, as we read in Mark’s Gospel (Mark 6:1-6), just another fellow round the village. He was humanly limited, weakened by suffering, and contemptible in a criminal's death.


We are weak and vulnerable when we acknowledge our failings, recognize our ill-treatment of others, forgive offences, have compassion on other weak persons, give priority to those who can't repay us, and when we accept people as they are. In all these ways, we move out from a weak position.


But this kind of weakness, joined with our willingness to do God's will, explodes with the strength of God, to achieve mutual understanding, justice and peace, in civil society and in the Church.

