 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
WE SHARE HIS GLORY

Jesus' last will and prayer before he plunged into his agony was that we would be with him and share his glory with God his Father (Jn 17:24-26). So, we can expect to share all the experiences of Jesus. We share his suffering; we share his glory. The Lord's promise of glory is fulfilled obviously in the life and in the death of our faithful deceased brothers and sisters.


Jesus spoke about his glory in three ways:


First, the glory that surrounded Jesus radiated from his special personal relationship with God. People recognised it from his manner of life, and especially from his manner of dying. No one could live and die as he did unless he was uniquely a son of God. This, too, is the glory of our brothers and sisters, whether living or deceased, when we can see in them the likeness of Jesus their brother and of God their Father.


Second, the perfect obedience of Jesus to his Father's will was his glory. Our brothers and sisters found their glory, not in doing what pleased them or even what they would like to have done, but in doing God's will as it became known to them. When they went all out to please themselves, or when they pursued self-centred interests, they became walking disaster-areas. But the glory of their life is seen now in the extent to which they did God's will. We see this most clearly in the living and dying of those whom we were very close to, whose friendship we shared, or who were members of our fraternity, or whom we nursed in their closing years. We had a privileged insight into their struggle between self-will and God's will.


Third, Jesus' manner of dying was his glory. He did not speak of being crucified (according to John's gospel); he spoke of being glorified. More than anything else, our brothers' glory is the cross they carried. Whatever it was, when they suffered it with Jesus, it was not so much negative punishment for sins. It was their honour and glory given them by God. When we review the lives of our brothers and sisters, and especially what was asked of them in their dying and the positive way in which they responded, we are often shamed by our own selfishness and our faith is inspired by the way God honoured them.


So, Jesus promised us that we would share his glory in these three ways: in our personal relationship with God; in our obedience to God's will; and in the way we die.


The way we will die is the way we have lived. The glory of God is in our living and in our dying. Furthermore, the way we die is the way we will live in the glorious presence of God.


St Francis and St Clare have given us and our brothers and sisters excellent examples in their personal relationship with God, in their obedience to God’s will and in the way they died.


"Here is a saying (from Paul to Timothy,) that we can rely on", and the death of our brothers and sisters helps us to believe it: "If we have died with him, then we shall live with him. If we hold firm, then we shall reign with him" (2 Tim 2: 11-12).

