September 23: St Pio of Pietrelcina (Mt 11:25-30)


GENTLE AND HUMBLE


        Padre Pio was known to say, "Always humble yourself lovingly before God and man, because God speaks to those who are truly humble of heart, and enriches them with his gifts."  His own hard earned humility and gentleness must have determined the choice of the gospel for his feast day. 
Matthew, at this stage of his gospel, has been virulently exposing opposition to the kingdom of God, typified by the Pharisees and by towns such as Chorazin, Bethsaida and Capernaum (Mt 11:20-24.

Today’s gospel (Mt 11:28-30) is inserted into this violent context, apparently out of place, but rather to emphasize by contrast how the mysteries of the kingdom that the Pharisees reject are actually revealed by Jesus, the Son of God, to “mere children”, that is, to those who welcome them with simplicity and humility. 

The little ones are those who are overburdened by the Mosaic Law and by the more than six hundred pharisaic observances piled on top of the Law.

Jesus calls on these people to share his own freedom through an unconditional attachment to him, as though he and we were yoked together. He alone can make everything light because he presents himself as humble before God and gentle with people.

The poor, the disheartened, those suffering, and those excluded are “blessed”, only when they find comfort in Jesus. He alone can give us relief. He came for this purpose, sent by the Father to save us.

So that his action would not appear to be the condescending gesture of a mighty one, who extends his hand to a wretch at his feet, he made himself a little one. The poor become his disciples; the rich can hope for salvation and can also be his disciples if they conduct themselves humbly, and handle their possessions unselfishly.

That is the way to go also for us today: to make ourselves gentle and humble, and to come to him who wants to save us. And besides, the only authentic way to practise charity towards others is to snap out of our neutrality, to risk favouring disadvantaged people and to stand beside them, if we want to enter into their lives and actuate Christ’s saving presence in them.

Thousands of heavily burdened people appealed to Padre Pio for deliverance. May the Saviour come to some heavily burdened person through each of us.

