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Christmas Dawn (Lk 2:15-20)


STAGES OF FAITH

In Luke’s description of the shepherds who come to Bethlehem, we notice the characteristic stages of faith. The saving event has been announced: “Today a saviour has been born to you” (Lk 2:11). Here, the shepherds welcome the good news: “Let us go and see this thing” (Lk 2:15). And so, they meet the Saviour : “They found the baby lying in the manger” (Lk 2:16).


The meeting releases irresistible forces: the shepherds spread the announcement, and rejoice in God: “The shepherds went back, glorifying and praising God” (Lk 2:20).


This gospel passage also indicates the attitude of Mary who reflected on the mystery of the Saviour’s birth as the shepherds announced it: “Mary treasured all these things and pondered them in her heart” (Lk 2:20).


Let us also praise God the Father for his gift to us of Jesus, his Son and our Saviour, who brings us peace and reconciliation. We cling to Jesus, the first result of a new creation. He is the first new type of man who is renewed in his spirit by the Spirit of God.


Someone wrote a Christmas letter in the name of Jesus:

“If you look for Me at Christmas, you won't need a special star.

I'm no longer just in Bethlehem, I'm right there where you are.

You may not be aware of Me amid the celebrations.

You'll have to look beyond the stores and all the decorations.

“But if you take a moment from your list of things to do,

And listen to your heart, you'll find I'm waiting there for you.

You're the one I want to be with, you're the reason that I came,

And you'll find Me in the stillness as I'm whispering your name.”

